[Unexpected origin of recurrent ascites: apropos of 2 cases].
The authors report the cases of two patients suffering from ascites attributed for several years to a non pericarditic aetiology. The first patient presented with a diagnosis of right cardiac failure secondary to a right myocardial infarction. Cardiac catheterisation, magnetic resonance imaging and transoesophageal echocardiogram allowed to establish the diagnosis. In the second case, ascites was attributed to cirrhosis. Presence of pericardial calcifications, visible on a chest X-Ray led to suspect constrictive pericarditis. In both cases, ascites contained a high protein level. A pericardectomy allowed a favourable outcome in both cases. Thus, a diagnosis of constrictive pericarditis must be evoked in face of ascites of unclear origin and a normal cardiac size.